Local’'s Guide
to Living

in Las Cruces

Welcome to Las Cruces

Welcome to Las Cruces, a vibrant city nestled in the heart of the Mesilla Valley! Known for its stunning
desert landscapes, rich cultural heritage, and friendly community, Las Cruces offers a unique blend of
small-town charm and big-city amenities. Whether you're drawn to the majestic Organ Mountains, the
historic Mesilla Plaza, or the bustling downtown scene, you'll find something to love about life in Las
Cruces. This guide provides a local's perspective on the best neighborhoods, community events,
schools, recreational activities, and insider tips to help you make the most of your Las Cruces
experience.

Neighborhoods Around Las Cruces

Las Cruces boasts a diverse range of neighborhoods, each with its own distinct character and appeal.
From the historic charm of the Central area to the modern developments of the East Side, there's a
neighborhood to suit every lifestyle.

Central Las Cruces: West Side:

e Historic district e Growing residential area

e Close to downtown e Newer construction

e Mix of architectural styles e Parks and open spaces

e Mature landscaping e Family-friendly environment
East Side:

e Modern developments

e Upscale living

e Stunning mountain views

e Close to shopping and dining

Markets & Community Events




Las Cruces is a hub of activity, with a thriving market scene and a calendar full of exciting community
events. From fresh produce to local crafts, you'll find something to enjoy at the city's various markets
and festivals.

Farmers & Crafts Markets: Annual & Seasonal Events:
e Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market e Renaissance Arts Faire
(Downtown) e Southern New Mexico State Fair
e Downtown Country Market (Wednesdays) e Diade los Muertos Celebration

Schools & Education

Las Cruces is home to a variety of educational institutions, including New Mexico State University
(NMSU), which offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs. The city also has several
excellent public and private schools, providing quality education for students of all ages.

e New Mexico State University (NMSU)
e Las Cruces Public Schools

Amenities & Outdoor Recreation

Las Cruces offers a wealth of amenities and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike.
From hiking and biking in the Organ Mountains to exploring the shops and restaurants of downtown,
there's always something to see and do.

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument
Mesilla Plaza

Downtown Las Cruces

Rio Grande River

Local Tips & Insights

e Best time to visit: Fall and Spring for pleasant weather.
e Local cuisine: Don't miss the green chile dishes!
e Getting around: A car is recommended for exploring the surrounding areas.

A Final Word

Las Cruces is more than just a city; it's a community. With its stunning landscapes, rich culture, and

friendly people, it's a place where you can truly feel at home. We hope this guide has provided you with
valuable insights into life in Las Cruces. Welcome to the neighborhood!



